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April 10, 2025

An Open Letter to Canada’s Political Parties

Dear Leaders and Candidates,
Rarely have the stakes been as high as they are in the current federal election.

Canada is at a pivotal moment in our history. Alongside ongoing crises of affordability,
housing, climate, polarization, and international conflicts, we now face the urgent need to
significantly reorganize our economy in response to economic attacks from our largest
trading partner.

Business as usual will not solve these challenges. The co-operative model should be
recognized as much more than an alternative; it has a proven track record with over 150
years of successfully improving the lives of Canadians. It is the preferred model to
empower local decision-making and ownership, fostering more resilient operations and
stronger communities. Today, co-operatives are an integral part of Canada’s social and
economic landscape, with ten million Canadians belonging to co-ops, credit unions,
caisses or mutuals. Notably, a clear majority of Canadians (57%) have a deep connection
to the same values as co-operatives and mutuals.

Simply put, co-operatives are an economic powerhouse that enhance community
wellbeing. They:

e Contribute $52.8 billion to Canada’s GDP, generating $10 billion in taxes for all
levels of government.

e Employ over 194,400 Canadians, many in Main Street businesses, providing more
than $11.5 billion in salaries.

e With 76% of Canada’s small-business owners planning to exit their business in the
next decade, co-ops offer a solution to save jobs and businesses.

e Play a crucial role in the country’s financial services landscape, especially in rural,
remote and other underserved communities. Canada’s more than 400 Credit
unions and caisses, as well as its more than 60 insurance mutuals and co-
operatives, have reported more than $50 billion in revenue and $700 billion in
assets, showcasing the vitally accessible services they provide to their members.
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e House over 250,000 people, providing secure, affordable homes with strong,
vibrant communities.

e Act as pillars within communities. A third of co-operative enterprises are
headquartered in rural and remote areas, with many more serving members and
facilities in those areas.

e Include both non-profit (58%) and for profit (42%) entities, united by a shared
mission to fulfill common economic, social or cultural needs and aspirations.

e Exhibit resilience and success. For-profit non-financial co-ops have 5- and 10-year
survival rates that are twice those of conventional small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), with 72% of them operating for over 20 years.

e Are dynamic and innovative. For-profit non-financial co-ops adopt more advanced
technologies and demonstrate higher levels of innovation compared to other
SMEs.

The United Nations has declared 2025 as the International Year of Co-operatives
(I'YC2025) with the theme “Co-operatives Build a Better World”. This theme highlights the
enduring impact of co-operatives, and their significant role in finding solutions to today’s
global challenges. It is essential to emphasize their contributions to sustainable
development across social, economic, and environmental dimensions. Moreover,
Canada is recognized as a global leader, a position we can and should build on.
Additionally, we can leverage the expertise of Canadian co-operative leaders, such as
those involved in the Co-operatives and Mutuals Leadership Circle (CM50), an initiative
aimed at driving global impact.

In an age marked by uncertainty and disruption, co-operatives provide people with greater
control over their lives, offering stability and security. As Canadians, we have the
opportunity to strengthen our economic sovereignty and meet pressing needs, whether it
be in housing, food security, health and social care, energy, or financial services.

Just as the UK government pledged in 2024 to doubling the size of its co-operative sector,
we urge you in this election to commit to creating an environment that supports the
growth and success of co-operatives across Canada. This includes ensuring access to
the Government of Canada’s business infrastructure programs, financing streams, and
funding to secure specialized expertise, enabling co-operatives to thrive from coast to
coast to coast.
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We call on you to commit to fulfilling and implementing the recommendations that
emerged from the consultations following Motion-100: Role of Co-operatives, a
private member’s motion that received unanimous support in the House of Commons on
April 5, 2017.

We urge you to continue safeguarding and promoting Canadian interests in a shifting
global landscape — particularly in tariff responses and trade agreements — by prioritizing
Canadian purchasing and procurement, including the products and services
offered by co-operative enterprises.

We invite you to actively engage with co-operatives in your own riding and across
Canada by connecting directly with Co-operatives and Mutuals Canada (CMC), regional
co-operative associations, or local co-operative organizations. Co-operatives are present
in every riding and across nearly every economic and social sector. These interactions
will offer valuable, firsthand insights into the unique strengths of the co-operative model
and help you better understand the co-operative difference. For assistance in facilitating
these connections, please reach out to CMC — we are here to help.

In a shifting global economy and a polarizing environment, co-operation is more vital than
ever for the economic security and well-being of Canadians. Investing in co-operatives
builds community wealth, promotes democratic participation, and fosters inclusive growth
that benefits all Canadians.

We look forward to your commitment and to working with you to build an inclusive,
resilient, and prosperous future.

Michael Toye
Executive Director
Co-operatives and Mutuals Canada

www.canada.coop



https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/cooperatives-canada/en/what-we-heard-motion-100-consultations
https://canada.coop/en/our-members/
https://canada.coop/en/our-members/
https://canada.coop/en/contact/

