Co-operatives:
Canada’s Partners for

Growth and Resilience

2025 marks a pivotal year for co-operatives. As Canada
celebrates Co-op Week (October 12-18), we also join the
world in celebrating the United Nations International Year of
Cooperatives (IYC 2025) - a powerful endorsement of the co-
operative model’s proven ability to deliver sustainable growth,
inclusive prosperity, and resilient communities.

At the heart of this global movement is CM50: a network of the
world’s leading co-operative and mutual organizations, united by
a vision to scale impact, strengthen communities, and partner with
governments in addressing today’s most pressing challenges.

CM50 is more than a forum - it is a platform for collaboration,
innovation, and action. Together, Canada’s co-operative and mutual
leaders are amplifying the voice of a sector that contributes to
economic security by putting people, communities and innovation
first.

One in four Canadians has a relationship with a co-operative
- whether through credit unions, mutual insurers, grocery and
agriculture co-ops or other community-based enterprises.

Yet, the true scale of this economic and social force remains
underrecognized.

Be part of the momentum

As Canada looks to solve the most pressing issues facing
Canadians, we urge our government to:
Celebrate Co-op Week and IYC 2025 by engaging with co-
operatives in your local riding;

Support Canada'’s leadership in CM50 by creating an enabling
environment for co-ops to scale; and

Confirm Canada’s commitment to co-ops and mutuals at the
upcoming United Nations World Social Summit for Social
Development in Doha, Qatar (November 4 - 6, 2025).

As an economic
driver, co-operatives

in Canada:

e Contribute more than $52 billion
annually to GDP

e Generate $10 billion in taxes
e Employ nearly 200,000 Canadians

In today’s Canada, building
the co-operative sector
means jobs are created in
Canada by Canadians and
that the economic benefits
also stay in Canada.
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